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Your Career Days 
Each spring you, as Home Economics majors, have the chance to 
attend similar "Career Days" in Chicago merely by signing up. 
by Nancy Butler 
Technical .Journalism Senim· 
W E INVADED Chicago recently with a force of 328 college senior women from 28 midwestern 
colleges. Of course, the invasion wasn't unexpected. 
It had been carefully planned by the Chicago Home 
Economists in Business (HEIB) group to give young 
women majoring in home economics an idea of what 
to expect in the career world after graduation. Our 
interests included everything from journalism to in-
terior decorating. · 
The first meeting of the day started with profes-
sional promptness. The first thing on the program 
was "Celebrity Time." Rita Winkates, from the 
Evaporated Milk Association, introduced 20 smart-
looking Chicago business women as they came down 
the aisle in a spotlight. This was very enlightening 
because besides giving the women's titles, she told 
the type of work such titles involved. 
Talks on first jobs 
The part of the program called "New Horizons" 
presented five young HEIB's who gave short, snappy 
talks about starting out on your own in Chicago. 
Some of these women were "fresh out of college" 
themselves so they had a good idea of the questions 
that would need answering. 
First, "Hello Chicago" assured the prospective 
career women that Chicago is a friendly city with 
lots of "things to do and places to go" -free and 
otherwise. "My Hat Hangs Here" gave advice about 
finding a place to live such as getting a room in a girl's 
club and taking plenty of time to decide on an apart-
ment and roommates. Along with this came a few 
less serious suggestions such as tatooing a map of 
Chicago on your chest in case you get lost. 
"Rags or Riches" 
Don ' t spend more than a week's pay for a month's 
rent was one of the budgeting suggestions in the talk 
descriptively titled "Rags or Riches." And for the 
young woman planning to combine a career with 
12 
marriage, "Rings On My Fingers" suggested careful 
planning of a schedule to fit in with her husband's. 
Careful selection of a job and staying with it long 
enough to benefit the company and yourself were 
stressed in "Time Marches On." 
Enthusiastic over work 
The enthusiasm of these young women who seemed 
to be having a terrific time along with doing satis-
fying, creative work in the business world was def-
initely catching. Also, it was helpful to have many 
questions answered before we even started. 
"First Aid-gency" was the talk by Elsie Holst of the 
Zinser Personnel Agency. She told what you do and 
what the agency does if you decide to have them help 
you find a job. · 
In the afternoon we got the "Inside Story," as the 
program put it. Deluxe tours to famous home eco-
nomics departments. Tour included trips through 
Armour and Company, Kraft Foods Company, the 
Chicago Tribune, Sears, Roebuck and Company, 
Quaker Oats, Marshall Field Food Division, Delsey 
Fabrics, People's Gas, Light and Coke Company and 
Commonwealth Edison Company. 
Encouragement for Home Ec's 
The tours ended the program for the clay. There 
was more waiting for us the next morning, though, 
when we divided up in groups according to interest 
in foods, textiles or equipment. In these smaller 
groups we heard encouraging talks from six or seven 
women in various phases of the field. There was lots 
of opportunity for question asking, and the women 
were very eager to give as much help and information 
as possible. 
Besides fun and interesting things to see, the Career 
Day seemed to give everyone a revitalized enthusiasm 
for Home Economics as a career. We felt our in-
vasion of Chicago was a very successful one. 
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